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Patients with malignant rare diseases require a personal-
ized diagnostic work-up in a highly interdisciplinary ap-
proach. With the advent of tracers for positron emission 
tomography (PET) with increasing specificity the suscepti-
bility to targeted therapies, early measurement of response 
as well as mechanisms of resistance can be visualized. This 
provides the basis for a minimally-invasive treatment of 
metastatic disease with systemic endoradiotherapeutic 
approaches and image-guided interventional ablative meth-
ods. 

Neuroendocrine tumours (NET) represent the role 
model for a personalized theranostic approach, i.e. utilizing 
the same target-specific mechanisms for molecular imaging 
and treatment. PET imaging of the somatostatin receptor 
family with 68Gallium-based tracers in combination with 
90Yttrium-based endoradiopharmaceuticals allow effective 
tumour control even in the metastatic disease stage. Opti-
mized visualization of the extent of disease along with re-
fined models for dosimetry has substantially increased the 
effectiveness of this treatment while minimizing side ef-
fects. 

Gastrointestinal stromal tumours (GIST) represent 
another entity of rare malignancies with a high potential for 
minimally-invasive treatment on the basis of molecular 
imaging. While fundamental breakthroughs have been 
achieved with regard to molecular characterization of tu-
mour resistance to the current class of targeted agents, the 
tyrosine kinase inhibitors, little progress has been made in 
the field of alternative treatment options. The EU FP7 pro-
ject MITIGATE aims at systematically addressing this need 
by developing new molecular imaging and treatment ap-
proaches through an interdisciplinary team of scientists 
from the fields of molecular pathology, biology, chemistry, 
radiochemistry, physics, engineering, interventional radiol-
ogy, nuclear medicine and surgery. 

The scope of this exciting meeting is to inform clinicians 
about the current state-of-the-art treatment options in 
NET, explain fundamental principles for targeted molecular 
imaging, elude mechanism of resistance in GIST as well as 
show the value of multimodal treatment in oligometastasic 
disease. We are cordially inviting every clinician and scien-
tist with interest in this dynamic field of research and are 
looking forward to welcome you to the beautiful city of 
Innsbruck.  
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AGENDA 
Morning  
session 

Progress in Diagnosis and Therapy of Abdominal Neuro-
endocrine Tumour (NET) 

Moderators morning session 1: Univ.-Prof. Dr. med. S. Schönberg, Univ.-Prof. Dr. med. W. Jaschke 

8:30-8:40 Welcome address 

8:40-9:10 Diagnostics of NET treatment options: which type of treatment is  
relevant for specific tumour stages? 
Ass. Prof. Dr. med. Hubert Schwaighofer 

9:20-9:50 Radiopharmaceuticals for NET: present view and perspective 
Univ. Doz. Dr. Clemens Decristoforo 

10:00-10:30 COFFEE BREAK 

Moderators morning session 2: Univ.-Prof. Dr. med. I. Virgolini, Univ.-Prof. Dr. med. W. Vogel 

10:30-11:00 Nuclear Medicine in Diagnosis and Therapy 
Univ.-Prof. Dr. med. Irene Virgolini 

11:10-11:40 Stereotactic Radiofrequency Ablation for Liver Tumours 
a.o.Univ.-Prof. Dr. med. Reto Bale 

Afternoon  
session 

Advances in Gastrointestinal Stromal Tumour (GIST) 
 

Moderator afternoon session 1: Univ.-Prof. Dr. B. Wängler 

13:30-14:00 Current therapeutic strategies in GIST 
Univ.-Prof. Dr. med. Peter Hohenberger 

14:10-14:55 Molecular pathology of GIST 
Prof. Dr. med. Jonathan Fletcher 

15:05-15:45 Mechanisms of therapeutic resistance in GIST 
Univ.-Prof. Dr. med. Eva Wardelmann 

15:45-16:15 COFFEE BREAK 

16:15-16:45 Advances in molecular imaging of GIST 
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Björn Wängler 

16:55-17:25 GIST: Minimally-invasive treatment concepts in hepatic  
metastasing GIST 
Prof. Dr. Steffen Diehl 

17:35-17:50 The FP7 funded project: Closed-loop Molecular Environment for  
Minimally Invasive Treatment of Patients with Metastatic Gastro-
intestinal Stromal Tumours (MITIGATE) 
Univ.-Prof. Dr. med. Stefan Schönberg 

17:50-18:00 Conclusions 

Moderators afternoon session 2: a.o.Univ.-Prof. Dr. med. R. Bale, Prof. Dr. med. J. Fletcher 

All talks will be followed by 10 minutes of discussion 


